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SCRIPTURE CARD GUIDE FOR GROUP DISCUSSION
"FIGHT ABOUT WHAT YOU WANT"   JUNE 11  & 12

SERIES OVERVIEW: "7 EASY WAYS TO DERAIL THE CHURCH" 
In the U.S. more churches are closing than opening. As the church, we need to recognize what causes this trend. While some 
might point to a changing culture, a deeper look into the churches that closed reveals several common denominators. In this 
series, we distill points from Thom Rainer’s book, “Autopsy of a Deceased Church” to reveal seven main factors that lead to a 
church declining, and ultimately dying. Looking at how the church of Acts avoided these pitfalls, we better understand, not 
only why the early church grew, but how the church today, can avoid these traps and continue our mission of more people 
experiencing the power of the Gospel.

Follow the directions below for a guided group discussion with a friend, in a family, small group, etc.  
Grab a Scripture Card (printed or electronic) and simply follow steps from 1 to 6 on this page and the next.

Use follow-up questions 
to take the discussion 
deeper. Guide answers 
to be honest and real.

Can you say more about 
that?

How have you seen that 
play out in your life? 

What does that stir up 
in you?

Has anyone else had 
a similar thought or 
experience?

What might God be 
inviting you to do?

OPENING PRAYER 
AND SCRIPTURE:
About 3 minutes

Ask a volunteer to open in 
prayer and read Psalm 
119:33-40. 

BIG IDEA:
A minute to read

We live in a culture that 
worships the power of 
choice. We have the 
ability to choose almost 
anything that we want in 
our life. This mindset has 
started to fill our churches, 
where now, church has 
become a place that is 
supposed to meet all of 
our preferences. As we 
see with Paul in Acts, the 
church was never meant 
to prioritize our own 
individual preferences, but 
instead, the one mission 
of more and more people 
experiencing Jesus, even 
if that means facing 
inconvenience and 
discomfort.

SCRIPTURE READING + GROUP DISCUSSION
About 40-45 minutes
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In verses 18-22 Paul speaks of: serving with great humility and tears, enduring trials, and being 
bound by the Spirit to the desires of Jesus over his own desires. These are all are counter-cultural 
for us. What would need to be present in your life for you to follow Jesus in this way?  

There is something beautiful about a group of people unified by Jesus Christ alone. Share a story 
of how you have you seen Jesus followers united in the Gospel even though they had different 
personal preferences.   

Read Eph 6:12. We sometimes mistakenly think the battle is against people and not a spiritual 
battle. What would help keep your focus on what is important in God's eyes? 

When you pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ who have a different preference about 
church styles or programs than you have, how are you changed?  
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INTRO QUESTION:
About 10 minutes

We tend to see having 
many choices as good 
when selecting products 
and services, but 
sometimes it can be 
overwhelming. Have you 
felt that before when 
shopping? If so, describe.
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CLOSING GROUP PRAYER:
About 10 minutes

Read the prayer section on the card aloud. Allow for a time of personal reflection and silent prayer. 

The leader or apprentice may use the prayer prompts to guide a time of popcorn prayer. Open with the first paragraph, 
then allowing group members to offer ways they are thankful for connecting with God and being His child. Then 
rephrase the second paragraph into a prayer and leave time for group members to offer popcorn prayer around when 
and where they have been tempted to place their preferences over God's purposes. Finally close the prayer rephrasing 
the the last line in the prayer section such that it reads, "Thank you God that You are shaping us and transforming us to 
be more like Jesus. Amen."

:LIVE IT OUTLIVE IT OUT:  
About About 55 minutes 

Read the "Live It Out" section and invite the group to take the steps noted. 




